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Special award for search

and rescue hero James

Husband and father James Dunn from Westerham has been
presented with a certificate of achievement for attending 50
operational searches for vulnerable missing people.

James has been involved with
search and rescue since 2006, when
he joined Kent Search & Rescue
(KSAR). He trained first as a foot
searcher but quickly saw the need
for local canine resources to assist.
So he founded SARDA Meridian last
year, the first search and rescue dog
association dedicated to Kent. His
faithful trained search dog Venka

has been accompanying him on
many searches.

Kent Search & Rescue and
SARDA Meridian are both charities
which assist the local authorities in
their search for vulnerable missing
people. These unsung heroes are all
volunteers who give up their free
time to answer callouts at any time
of the day or night, 365 days a year.
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James, who was also turning 30
on the day of his award, received a
very special birthday present for
his action as he was one of the few
people who were presented with a
Kent Search & Rescue certificate of
achievement by Colonel Peter
Bishop. Colonel Bishop is the
appointed link Deputy Lieutenant
from the Lord Lieutenants Office
for KSAR.

In order to ensure continuity in
the service they provide at no
charge to the local authorities,
both SARDA Meridian and KSAR
needs to recruit more members

who are willing to give up their free
time to join this very rewarding
activity.

New members with a suitable
dog will be trained as dog handlers
so their loved pet can also become a
wonderful asset to the local com-
munity. Other volunteers can be
trained as foot searchers or to
become part of the newly form bike
team, which assist with searches
alongside paths on mountain bikes.

For more information, including
how to help or to join, visit
www.sardameridian.co.uk and
www.ksar.co.uk.
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